shelves, its value as a work of reference in medical and dental libraries is related to the simple fact that this is the only authoritative book to deal with the subject, and it is unlikely that anything quite like it has appeared before.
There are twelve chapters which include considerations of anatomy, breathing, tongue movements with regard to the staccato and legato, and the tiring of facial musculature. The care of the dentition, and advice about early prevention or correction of irregularities of tooth position in a child aspiring to be a wind instrument player is particularly helpful to the uninitiated teacher or parent. The diagrams are clear, but it is a pity that a dentally normal subject was not chosen as a model for the lateral radiographs illustrating certain technical postures of the jaws when playing a comet.
The references are full and clearly made, together with a glossary of specialist words to assist the nonmedical reader, and the book is exceptionally well indexed.
'Dental Problems in Wind Instrument Playing' comprises a group of twelve papers written by Mr Porter for the British Dental Journal in 1967-68. These were for the more specialized readership of the dental profession, and although there is some overlap with 'The Embouchure', the booklet is full of extremely useful details, and should be a valuable reference for doctors and dentists who may be consulted by patients seeking advice on oral problems concerned with the playing of wind instruments.
Both are much recommended for specialized readership.
P A TOLLER
Biology of the Periodontium edited by A H Melcher and W H Bowen pp xii +563 illustrated 140s $21 London: Academic Press 1969 This elegant textbook has been put together by the editors in a highly intelligent and intelligible order, comprising twelve chapters contributed by eleven British authors. Each contributor is a specialist and an acknowledged authority on each chapter subject.
Very logically it begins with a section on comparative dental anatomy dealing with the evolution of the mammalian periodontium. An original concept is the inclusion of a learned chapter on the interaction between epithelium and connective tissue, which has information and interest for others as well as dental biologists. The controversial subject of the mechanism of tooth eruption is given a chapter, and the controversy will now continue better informed. Indeed, one of the refreshing things about the book is the way in which the authors have been fearless to promote their well-reasoned hypotheses against a full background of quotation and illustration from the best of world literature, and this makes stimulating reading.
Histology, electron micrography and recent experimental work on gingival epithelium and connective tissues are fully discussed and illustrated impeccably, as also are expressed modern concepts of periodontal sensory mechanisms, and the effects of external forces and nutritional variations.
The discussion of the effects of endocrine secretion on the periodontium suggests that much clinical research needs to be conducted against this useful background of recently accumulated knowledge. It is perhaps surprising that little attention has been given to the lymphoreticular system as it affects the periodontium, so fully investigated by Brandtzaeg, yet the epithelial and connective tissue response to physical injury is dealt with rather fully. Epithelial cell rests receive scant attention, which is a pity, since they have clinical significance; and the beautiful three-dimensional preparations and demonstrations of the human periodontal membrane by Simpson are not mentioned, although they have contributed to our visualization of the structure. But these things often happen in a first edition, and detailed criticism seems out of place when the book is generally so excellent both in broad concept and in detail. It represents very up-to-date knowledge of the field it covers.
The editorial supervision has resulted in a beautifully produced book, consistent in style, which fills a long-felt need. It is a textbook of major importance, and is highly to be recommended as a work of reference for medical and dental libraries, and if possible for private possession by the serious student of dentistry. P A TOLLER
Tumours of the Thyroid Gland edited by Sir David Smithers MD FRCP FRCS FFR pp xv+334 illustrated £5 lOs Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1970
This monograph is the sixth in a series on neoplastic disease of individual sites. Nineteen specialist contributors combine to make it of real interest to anyone working in the field of this relatively rare but intriguing neoplasm.
An opening historical contribution contains lively, and sometimes amusing, thumbnail sketches. The first main section and an appendix deal extensively with statistics and methods of statistical analysis in this disease. Then follows an assessment of the etiological factors in thyroid cancer, and after this, a survey of animal experimentation, the results of which do not necessarily have a parallel in man.
A section on pathology divides cancer of the thyroid into the four main varieties. Of particular interest is the chapter describing medullary cancer, its probable origin, the associated syndromes (among them an inherited neuroendocrine syndrome) and the production of hormones by the tumour. There are additional short chapters on the rarer forms of the disease.
Another section deals with the clinical, computer, X-ray and radioisotope diagnosis of thyroid carcinoma. Treatment depends on the type of tumour, and the controversial arguments for and against radical surgery in any particular patient are clearly laid before the reader. Radiotherapy and hormone treatments are suggested where surgery is inadequate, fails or is inapplicable, and the book is neatly rounded off by analysis and review of treatment in two large series of cases.
PHYLLIS GEORGE

Diseases of the Colon, Rectum and Anus edited by Basil C Morson DM FCPath pp xiii +314 illustrated 50s London: William Heinemann 1969
This book is the first volume in a new series of 'Tutorials in Postgraduate Medicine' and, as might be expected from its title, has a strong St Mark's flavour. It is, in fact, based on the Final Fellowship courses which are held at that hospital, and each chapter is in the form of a lecture delivered by an acknowledged expert in his subject. They make excellent reading and, though the book is small, it certainly covers the field. Good references are given for further study. It is said to be directed particularly to those who are senior registrars, but there are few surgeons at any stage in their career who would not benefit from it and indeed enjoy it. It is strongly recommended.
EDWARD MUIR
Aids to Postgraduate Medicine by J L Burton BSC MB chB MRCP pp vii +136 illustrated 20s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1970
For those who like lists this book will be a delight; it will be anathema to those who do not. It comprises lists of causes, associations, mechanisms and complications, with a brief introductory section on how to approach the clinical examination and a concluding portion which details a number of books generally regarded as providing a sound basis in the various medical subspecialties. The lists are provided for some eleven topics ranging from cardiology and chest disease to dermatology and microbiology.
There are two approaches to compiling lists: the anatomical or functional, which the author uses, and which ensures a comprehensive coverage of the subject; and the Bayesian approach. While more difficult to remember in detail, this latter method is preferable, for in listing causes or associations according to their frequency in the population it does provide a more realistic and practical differential diagnosis. IAN This book deals with a rather specialized subject but covers its chosen topic in a very clear and authoritative way. The editor's own contributions in this field have been considerable and he has written one of the chapters on the development of lymphoid tissues, immunoglobulins and complement during embryonic life. Other excellent chapters include one on primary immune paresis by J R Hobbs, and there are notable sections on immunological aspects ofreproduction by W D Billington and on the immunological relationship between mother and feetus by R B McConnell.
Groups of people who share a common interest, whether they are hippies, pop singers or immunologists, inevitably develop their own jargon. A number of disorders of gamma globulin productionthe dysgammaglobulineemiasare referred to, numerically, as Types I to VII, and a rival numerical classification appears in brackets. It would be easier to follow if the chosen names were descriptive. For example, combined yG and yA deficiency is more meaningful than Type I dysgammaglobulinmmia of Rosen and Janeway or Type II dysgammaglobulinwmia of Hobbs. This is a very minor criticism of a well produced book. Both for pediatricians and for immunologists, there is a great deal of fascinating information. For the amount of work that it contains the book is, incidentally, very modestly priced.
M H LESSOF
A Short Synopsis of Human Protozoology and Helminthology by L R S Macfarlane 2nd ed pp vii+259 illustrated 50s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1969
This admirably concise and authoritative book packs a great deal of information within its 244 pages, and the illustrations are particularly clear and well chosen. Each parasite is described under the following headings: geographical distribution,
